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(Private comment.)

MR. JOHN LEROHL:  John, J-O-H-N, Lerohl, 

L-E-R-O-H-L, and I am a Red Lake County 

Commissioner.  

And I am in favor of Enbridge.  I think 

the pipeline is the safest way to transport oil.  I 

don't know about the most economical or not, if it 

is that way or not.  But it is good for our economy.  

It's good for the state of Minnesota, I believe.  

If they keep on waiting around, sooner or 

later one of these oil trains is going to explode in 

one of our major cities or in a city, and there's 

going to be some deaths.  And there's no reason for 

that.  If we would get this going like it should be 

going, we would have it running under the ground, 

which is much safer than on the tracks.  

And that's, I guess, basically all of my 

opinion of it.

(Break.)  

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  All right.  We're 

going to get started so grab a final treat, a cup of 

coffee, and have a seat.  

Again, I want to thank all of you for 

being here tonight.  

My name is Barb Tuckner, and I will be 
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the facilitator and moderator for tonight's meeting.  

And my job is to sort of keep things moving and make 

sure people's voices are heard.  That's really 

primarily my job here tonight.  

We have a process and that process is, 

we're living it right now, we had the open house, we 

closed the open house, you know, it's not very 

formal, we didn't hear any sounds, but we closed the 

open house and we'll probably open it up again at 

the end of the program here and you can have an 

opportunity to get some more of your questions 

answered.  

As you noticed, we have people from the 

Pollution Control Agency, I should say the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency, that's their formal name.  

Do you want to raise your hand again?  In the back 

of the room.

We have people here from the Department 

of Natural Resources.  Do you want to raise your 

hands?  We have two people from the Department of 

Natural Resources.  

We have someone here from Commerce.  Do 

you want to raise your hand?  Commerce.  

And we also have people from -- what am 

I -- the Public Utilities Commission.  Where are 
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you?  She's back there.  She's waving.  

Okay.  So these are the people that can 

answer some of your technical questions and so 

forth.  And please take advantage of that, if you 

will.  

I wanted to run through just the process 

quickly.  Again, this open house is over and then 

we're going to have a short presentation by Jamie 

MacAlister from Commerce.  And she'll put the 

context around all of this.  And then we're going to 

turn it over to you to let us know what else we 

should include in the environmental impact 

statement.  So that's what this meeting is about 

this evening.  

This is a scoping meeting, and since I 

don't work for the DNR or Commerce or the Public 

Utilities Commission, that means we're trying to 

figure out what should be included in the 

environmental impact statement.  We've heard from 

you about some of the issues that you want this 

document to take a close look at and we're appealing 

to you once again to make sure that we do our due 

diligence and let us know what maybe, among those 

things that have been already identified, what 

specifically should be documented, taken a look at 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SHADDIX & ASSOCIATES  (952)888-7687  (800)952-0163

6

and studied, and what might be missing that should 

be looked at.  That's what we're particularly 

interested in this evening.  

You can express your opinions one way or 

the other, what you think about the pipeline, that 

is fine, but we're really keen to understand what 

should be included in the environmental impact 

statement.  Because it is that statement that will 

drive the decisions going forward.  

Okay.  So the ground rules for this 

evening, they are posted all over on the wall, for 

most everybody in this room it is probably an eye 

test.  So I'm going to go over them quickly.  

The first of which is, what we try to do 

in this meeting is we demonstrate mutual respect, 

courtesy, and patience so that we can hear all of 

you.  Because we have a court reporter here this 

evening by the name of Janet, and she will be 

recording all the public comments.  And like I said 

in the announcement before, if you want to meet 

one-on-one with her she'd be happy to record your 

message.  

So we want to keep the room in -- we want 

to hold the space so that we can hear one another 

speak so that Janet, most importantly so Janet can 
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hear you so she can report that.  

We want a safe atmosphere and a welcoming 

atmosphere.  We understand that there is people that 

have different points of view in the room and that's 

the nature of democracy, we thrive on that and we 

want to hear those voices.  

We also want you to be -- I already 

mentioned to be quiet so we can hear the court 

reporter.  

We want you to refrain from addressing 

the audience, and we want you to manage your mobile 

phone, put it on mute, vibrate, whatever.  Last 

night we said stun, whatever works, turn it off so 

that it doesn't disrupt the room.  Like being in a 

movie theater, right?  

And then, lastly, we have arranged during 

the comment period, we're going to set it to a 

five-minute limit, and if there's time after the 

green card people have done their five minutes, we 

will open it up again for other people that may want 

to come forward and/or the green card holders to 

come up again if they would like.  

Okay.  All right.  Any questions for the 

good of the order?  Any questions?  To be clear, 

it's a nice space.  And, again, there's a lot of 
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chocolate and blueberries in the room, so please 

indulge, because that helps all of us, up at the 

front of the room here anyway.  

All right.  So I'm going to turn the mic 

over to Jamie MacAlister, she's the Environmental 

Review Manager at the Department of Commerce and 

she's going to give a brief presentation.  

Jamie.  

MS. JAMIE MACALISTER:  Good evening, 

everyone.  Thank you, Barb, for that nice 

introduction.  It saves me a little bit of work.  

First I would like to go over the 

information that's in your folder.  I hope everyone 

grabbed the yellow folder.  And in your yellow 

folder you should have a copy of this presentation.  

And the primary reason this is important is because 

all of the contact information that you will need to 

either contact me or send in your comment by mail or 

email is on the last page of this presentation.  

You should also have received a comment 

form in your folder, which you can fill out and 

leave here with us before you leave tonight, or you 

can send it in.  

There's also some guidance on how to 

suggest a route alternative.  And I would just like 
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to say that that is generic guidance that we usually 

include with our pipeline information and scoping 

meetings.  And there are some references there to 

the pipeline routing rules.  But, again, that's just 

guidance so don't get overly concerned or hung up on 

the formality of that guidance document.  

You should also have some evaluation 

criteria for how we will be evaluating alternatives 

in the environmental impact statement.  And one 

thing that I would like to note on the evaluation 

criteria is that it does refer to the purpose 

statement for these projects, and this is a generic 

evaluation piece, criteria piece.  It does not 

specify the purpose statement for either Line 3 or 

Sandpiper, but we are aware that there are some 

concerns about the purpose statement that are in the 

draft scoping decision document, and we wanted to 

let everyone know that that purpose statement is a 

draft.  And it was crafted so that it would not 

overly confine alternatives, nor was it crafted to 

make the realm of alternatives so great that we 

would be unable to use any of them.  So, again, if 

you have concerns about the draft purpose statement, 

please let us know, and we're happy to take your 

feedback and your comments on that.  
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There's also a preliminary table of 

contents to help you think potentially about issues 

or concerns that you may have that you would like to 

have included in the environmental impact statement.  

As well as a couple of maps, one showing the route 

alternatives that have already been proposed in the 

Sandpiper and Line 3 scoping meetings, as well as a 

map of what's formerly been referred to as system 

alternatives from the Sandpiper scoping meetings.  

I would also like to remind our speakers 

this evening to please state and spell your name for 

Janet when you come up.  And if you don't, she will 

remind you to do so.  But it helps her out.  

I wanted to quickly go over the 

regulatory framework for these projects.  As you 

know, there will be a certificate of need for each 

one, and those are governed by Minnesota Statutes 

216B and Rule 7853.  There are the pipeline routing 

rules.  And as you may know, for this project there 

will be an EIS for each one of these projects, and 

the EIS will be prepared according to Minnesota 

Rules 4410.  

Just to remind everyone that once the 

environmental impact statement portion of the 

project is completed, there will be contested case 
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hearings for the route and CN, which will be 

presided over by an administrative law judge.  

So you might be wondering what the 

purpose of these meetings are and what scoping is.  

And we see scoping meetings as a way for the public 

and agencies, tribes, and local governments to give 

us feedback and help us identify issues and impacts 

that they would like to see in the environmental 

impact statement for analysis, to help participate 

in the development of any route or segment 

alternatives for the projects.  And all these will 

be turned into a final scoping decision.  

We've been out here, we've had over 30 

scoping meetings between Sandpiper and the Line 3 

project.  And we've compiled this list of issues 

that seem to be primary issues that we've heard 

while we're out here.  We know that folks are really 

concerned about spills, ground and surface water 

resources, wild rice, tribal concerns, pipeline 

decommissioning, jobs and local economies and 

climate change.  But this is not an exhaustive list, 

clearly, so we would like you to provide us these 

facts, either additional information on any of these 

topics or any other topics that you think we need to 

be aware of.
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So we've been out here, we've had all 

these meetings, we've been meeting with governments, 

tribes, the public.  We've developed this draft 

scoping decision document.  And now we're here 

asking you what have we overlooked?  Is there 

anything else that we need to know?  

I just want to run through the process 

quickly for the environmental document.  As you 

know, we're here at a public information and scoping 

meeting.  There will be another week and a half of 

these at various locations.  

There will be -- once we're done with the 

scoping meetings and we've received all of your 

comments, those will be compiled and we will develop 

a final scoping decision document that will go 

before the PUC and they will ultimately approve the 

final scope.  That final scope is what will be used 

to develop the environmental impact statements.  

Once the final scoping decision has been 

approved, an EIS preparation notice will be issued.  

And that gives us 280 days to complete these EISs.  

We'll have a draft EIS.  There will be a series of 

public meetings for those document releases.  There 

will be a final EIS.  And the PUC will have to make 

a determination of adequacy on the EIS.  And once 
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that has been completed, the CN and contested case 

proceedings will occur.  

So we have this environmental impact 

statement hanging out here and we know that there 

are going to be some permitting decisions that have 

to get made.  But what informs all of these things?  

Well, we take a lot of information from the public, 

from local units of government, federal agencies, 

state agencies, the public, and other interested 

parties.  We work closely with our sister agencies.  

And we do a large analysis that becomes the 

environmental impact statement.  That, in turn, 

informs the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, 

who is the RGU for this project, and will ultimately 

inform their decision on whether or not to permit 

these projects.  

So just quickly.  These maps that we 

have, the system alternatives, a number of them were 

proposed during the Sandpiper public meetings.  You 

can see there's quite a few of them.  And then we 

also have all of the route and segment alternatives 

that were proposed during Sandpiper and Line 3.  

And if you're curious about how all of 

this is going to translate into a schedule, we're 

anticipating, and this is all very preliminary, that 
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we'll have a final scoping decision sometime this 

summer.  A draft EIS early in 2017.  Draft EIS 

public meetings also in early '17.  A final EIS 

sometime in the spring, early summer.  And an 

adequacy determination and contested case hearings 

in the summer of 2017.  And with any luck, there 

will be a route or permit decision in 2017.  

So how can you get your comments to us?  

You can give them to us tonight verbally, you can 

send them to me by email or snail mail.  As long as 

I get these comments by May 26th, at the close of 

the comment period, they will all be entered into 

the record.  And we will be posting all of those 

comments in batches alphabetically on eDockets as 

well as on our web page.  

So, with that, I'm going to turn this 

back over to Barb and we will go into our formal 

comment period.  We don't have very many speaker 

cards up here so I don't think we're going to have 

to worry about a time limit.  

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Thank you, Jamie.

So, as Jamie said, we are moving into the 

formal presentation.  If I call your name you are 

welcome to come up and sit in the blue chair, grab 

the microphone, and we'll give you five minutes to 
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speak.  I will time you and let you know when your 

time is up.  And then if you choose to or if others 

choose to come up, we can certainly accommodate that 

request.  

So the first person that is up is Willis 

Mattison.  Did I say your name correct this time?  

MR. WILLIS MATTISON:  Yes, you did. 

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Very good.  If you 

could spell your name for Janet. 

MR. WILLIS MATTISON:  Actually, I think 

maybe you can hear me, but I would actually like to 

address the crowd, if I may.  

My name is Willis Mattison.  I'm a 

hometown boy.  I grew up just south of town here.  I 

went to school in Plummer.  I'm a farm boy.  I had 

to leave the farm because I had asthma and I 

couldn't take over the farm so I went to college.  

And I ended up getting a job with the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency, from which I retired in 

2001.  

But I feel an obligation to my hometown 

to come back and help people be both involved and 

informed and participate in the process.  So I have 

worked with a number of citizen groups.  Many of 

them are actually opposed to the project as being 
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proposed, so you will see me appear to align with 

some people who appear to be opposing the project 

and they're not.  What they're hoping to do is, with 

the map you saw up there, encourage the company and 

the permitting agencies to look at alternative 

routes really strongly to see if there's a way to 

avoid Minnesota's Lake Country, where the most 

sensitive surface and groundwater resources are, but 

still provide the jobs and taxes and work and oil 

that is necessary to fuel the country.  

So they're taking, I think, a very 

reasonable position.  And if I can be of assistance 

to you in either understanding what these people's 

concerns are, or if you want to be more fully 

involved and understand it, I'm not that far away, I 

live down by Detroit Lakes now.  And I will be 

around after the meeting, if any of you would like 

to talk with me, I would be happy to do that and 

give you a name and address.  

Or if you'd like to be associated with 

some of the citizen organizations that have 

organized together to multiply their efforts and 

involvement, I can put you in touch with some of 

those groups.  I'm not a member of any one of them.  

I do advise them, support them, and inform them and 
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help them be involved more effectively. 

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Three minutes. 

MR. WILLIS MATTISON:  Thank you for your 

time.  Again, my name is Willis Mattison, and I'm 

actually from Plummer.  Thank you. 

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Thank you, Willis.

The next person up is Cheryl Grover.  

Cheryl, if you could, when you get to the 

microphone, state your name and spell it for the 

crowd and for Nancy.  

MS. JAMIE MACALISTER:  Janet.  

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Janet.  Excuse me. 

MS. CHERYL GROVER:  My name is Cheryl 

Grover, C-H-E-R-Y-L, G-R-O-V-E-R.  I'm a landowner 

in Clearwater County and my husband and I own a farm 

that the proposed Sandpiper and Line 3 are proposed 

to cross.  I'm also the retired Clearwater County 

assessor so I understand a lot of how pipelines 

impact county government.  

I'm here tonight to talk about the fact 

that Koch pipeline currently crosses our farm.  

They've been good neighbors to us and have treated 

us very fairly.  And we find that Enbridge is 

following the same pattern and have been good people 

to work with.  
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The pipelines have been in Clearwater 

County since 1949.  We have beautiful rivers, lakes.  

And the pipeline has not adversely affected us.  The 

one thing it does do is it impacts our tax base.  

And because of that pipeline and all the property 

values that go with that, our taxes are pretty low 

in Clearwater County, which is a plus when you're 

the county assessor.  It seems to help smooth some 

things over.  

And then I also want to mention that the 

pipelines bring a lot of economic benefit to 

Clearwater County.  And that's the one thing that 

this whole process has probably caused some issues, 

is that these companies are having a hard time 

figuring out how to bid jobs and keep those jobs, 

because the construction has been slowed down quite 

a bit.  And I work very closely with some of these 

companies and they've got some interesting tales 

about how the whole process has maybe created some 

issues for them.  And our small towns, you know, 

they appreciate the pipeliners.  Like I said, 

they're all good neighbors and they all do really, 

really well to support our small towns and we 

appreciate that.  

And so that's mainly my comment.  And 
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thank you very much for your time.  

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Thank you, Cheryl.

Is there anyone else who would like to 

make a public comment right now?  There's room to do 

so.  Anyone?  

Or what you can do is you can meet 

one-on-one with Janet.  I called her Nancy because I 

have two sisters, one is named Janet, one is Nancy.  

And so I'm sorry, Nancy.  So you are welcome to -- 

actually, I have six sisters, so I could call you 

any one of them, for that matter.  

So if you would like to make a one-on-one 

comment with Janet, please do so.  Otherwise we will 

be around here.  We will reopen the open house and 

offer you some bars, as you call them in this part 

of the state, and be here to answer your questions.  

Thank you very much for your attention.  

So, Willis, did you want to come back up 

again?  Or are you done?  I should ask Willis and 

Cheryl if they wanted to come back up.  It's up to 

you.  

MR. WILLIS MATTISON:  Well, I could say 

my brother was a pipeliner, he was a foreman at a 

pumping station. 

MS. BARBARA TUCKNER:  Okay.  All right.  
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Thank you, everyone.  

The program is officially over, I guess, 

and you can go back to the open house, if you'd 

like.  And take some chocolate with you.  

By the way, we plan to be here till 9:00.  

So, you know, no need to rush off, we will be here 

and ready to answer your questions.  

(Meeting concluded.)


